Coretta Scott King Young Women’s Leadership Academy 
1190 Northwest Drive
Atlanta, GA 30318
404.802.4900 Main Office 


8th grade English Language Arts
Course Syllabus: 2015-2016 School Year
	Teacher:  Ms. Alesha James



                                   Room: 504
Email: adjames@atlanta.k12.ga.us


                       Tutorial: Wednesdays, 3:45-4:45

	

	Department Philosophy: 
My personal philosophy is simple and derived from my elementary school principal, Dr. Lionel Brown. 
“The more you read, the more you know. The more you know, the farther you go.” 

Reading is essential to achieving your dreams! 
Brief Course Description:

Over the course of this year, students will gain a variety of knowledge and experience in the field of Language Arts.  This course is a standard-based program designed to support all students in meeting 8th grade level standards in reading literary as well as informational text, writing, speaking/listening, and language. 

Expected Student Learning Outcomes:   When this class concludes at the end of the year (May), all students will have demonstrated progression and eventual mastery in the following skills and concepts:
· Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

· Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text.

· Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of the character, or provoke a decision.

· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text

· Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone.

· Analyze how differences in the points of view of characters and the audience or reader create such effects as suspense or humor.

· By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at an 8th grade level independently and proficiently.

· Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

· Write informative/explanatory text to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

· Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

· Demonstrate command of conventions of Standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

Required Texts 

Students will be required to read the following text. Each student will receive a school copy. However, the student must have a copy at home for REQUIRED assignments. 
1. Bad Boy: A Memoir by Walter Dean Myers

2. Romiette & Julio  by Sharon M. Draper
3. Davis et. al. The Pact: Three Young Men Make a Promise and Fulfill a Dream
4. The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
Required Supplies due by August 10, 2015
· Three Ring Binder with 5 dividers or 5 subject notebook
· pencils

· pens

· loose leaf  paper

· required books
Dates to remember
October 7- midpoint Semester (deficiency notices sent)
October 7-12 Fall Break

November 23-31 Thanksgiving Break

December 20- end of first semester (Semester Project Due)

December 23- January 5 Semester Break
January 6 Second Semester begins

January 8 MLK Birthday

February 12-16 Winter Break

March 17- Semester Midpoint (deficiency notices sent)

March 18 Teacher Professional Learning Day

April 4-8  Spring Break

May 25 Last Day of School for Students

Website Link 
 Website link will be provided at a later time. 
Teachers are required to maintain a website that must be updated each week by Tuesday, 4pm 
	Book Bags

Book Bags are not permitted in classroom environments, students who have backpacks are out of compliance. Book Bags create tripping hazards and for safety reasons should be placed in lockers. 

APS Grading Scale

A =  90 to 100 Advanced mastery of state standards
B  = 80 to 89   Proficient  mastery of state standards
C  = 70 to 79   Basic mastery of state standards 
F =  0 to 69     Below basic mastery of state standards 
Grading Weights  
Classwork
30%

Tests
              25%

Quizzes
              15%

Projects
              20%

Homework
10%
Tutorial

Tutorial will be held on Wednesdays, from 3:45-4:45. Students will be allowed to drop their lowest homework or classwork grade as incentive for attending. Tutorial will be standards based and not a place to complete homework assignments or talk. 
Late Pick Ups

All students are required to clear the campus by 5pm. Students who remain on campus after this time will be subjected  to the following consequences: 

1st Occurrence: Administrator on duty contacts parent 

2nd Occurrence: Parent liaison meets with parent 

3rd Occurrence:  Parent liaison schedules meeting with parent and principal at which time the policy is reviewed.

	

	Standards Based Grading Policy 
Classrooms that employ standards-based grading to measure mastery work this way:

· Your grade becomes a true assessment of the standards that you have mastered.

· The way you are able to demonstrate mastery may be different than the way another student is able to demonstrate mastery of the same standard.

· If you at the time of the assessment you have not developed mastery you still have time to work on the standard and be reassessed at a later date. 

· Every assessment will tell me what you know, and what you still need practice with. 

· In the end…It’s all about what you really know, and not how much work you’ve turned in!
Students in Danger of Not Meeting Academic Expectations 

1. As soon as there is evidence that a student is in danger of not meeting expectations, teachers shall hold individual conferences in person or by telephone with the parents/legal guardians to discuss a plan for student remediation. Except in unusual cases, teachers should request conferences no later than the interim progress report deadline.
2. Response to Intervention (RTI) protocols should be followed for students in danger of not meeting expectations based on the needs of the individual student.
3. A social work referral should be completed if the teacher cannot establish contact with the parent/legal guardian via telephone, email, or US mail within five (5) business days of a conference request.
4. If a student earns a “Not Yet Meeting Expectations” or a numerical grade below 70 on a final report card and the teacher has not conducted a conference with the parent/legal guardian or documented contact attempts and a social worker referral, the student shall temporarily receive an incomplete (I) and the opportunity to have mastery of the standards reassessed via a performance plan (See Section 4. Incompletes).

Incompletes 

1. Students who have not demonstrated mastery of standards due to documented medical absences or other reasons approved by the principal may receive a temporary grade of “Incomplete” (I) with a written performance plan approved by the principal.
2. Student mastery must be reassessed and incompletes changed to an evaluation/grade within 4.5 weeks. The principal shall authorize all grade changes. (See Section 6. Grade Changes.)

Repeating Courses/Recovering Credit (High School Students Only) 

1. Students may not retake courses for which they have already earned credits

2. Students may repeat courses for which they have earned a grade below 70. In such cases, both grades shall appear on the student transcript and shall be factored into the student’s grade-point average (GPA).

Credit Recovery 

1. Students may recover credit through the Atlanta Virtual Academy (AVA), Alonzo A. Crim Open Campus High School, West End Academy, and APS summer school programs. When a student successfully participates in a credit recovery course, both grades shall appear on the student transcript and shall be factored into the student’s grade-point average (GPA).
2. Seniors Testing for Credit – Second semester seniors currently enrolled in a course required for graduation with a grade below 70 may request to test for credit. See policy IHE Promotion and Retention. Once approved, a student who scores 70 or above on a rigorous comprehensive examination covering the course content approved by the principal or his/her designee shall have the course grade replaced with the numerical examination score.

Grade Changes 

1. Errors in grade entry or calculations affecting student grades may be corrected at any time.
2. Challenges to grades based on objective criteria may be considered by the principal within 15 days of the issuance of a final report card. Any grade changes approved by the principal shall be documented in writing with a detailed explanation of the rationale. Disputes shall be settled by the school’s Associate Superintendent.
3. Incompletes must be changed to a numerical grade no later than the midpoint of the following 9-week grading period.
4. Notification of grade changes made for any reason shall be sent to the parent/legal guardian and the school’s Associate Superintendent.  

Transferring Grades 

1. APS accepts final grades for elementary, middle, and high school students who transfer from schools outside the Atlanta Public Schools in accordance with state board rule 160-5-1-.15 Awarding Units of Credit and Acceptance of Transfer Credit and/or Grades. See regulation JBC-R (4) School Admissions – Transferring Credits.
2. APS shall accept final grades issued by public schools and private schools accredited by agencies recognized by the Georgia Board of Education. Course grades from transcripts issued by accredited schools shall be transcribed exactly and shall not be changed.
3. When a transcript with letter grades is submitted for a student transferring to APS, it is the parent/guardian’s responsibility to request an official school system document or a notarized statement on the transferring school/system’s letterhead with the actual numerical grade the student earned for each course. If that information cannot be determined by the sending school, the following conversion scale will be used.



	

	Bring Your Own Device (BOYD)-For High School Students, GRADES 9-12, ONLY!!
Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) is a policy that allows high school students, in grades 9-12 only, to bring and use their own personal electronic devices at school. Devices include but may not be limited to: tablets (such as iPad), laptops, smartphones and netbooks.  With teacher approval, students may use their devices in the classroom to access and save information from the Internet, collaborate with other learners, and utilize productivity tools available to them.

The BYOD program is designed to help students keep up with the demands of the 21st Century. Helping students become responsible digital citizens will enhance not only what we do in the classroom, but also give students authentic experiences to build their 21st Century skills (collaboration, creativity,  communication and critical thinking) to prepare them for college and career.

When using their device, students need to expand the concept of their school community to the community they will be interacting with online. Appropriate use of devices and rules concerning devices apply from the time the student leaves for school until the time they arrive home. Devices may not be used to disrupt the educational environment or violate the rights of others. Using the device to cheat, violate school conduct rules, harass/bully students or staff, or using the device for unlawful
purposes will subject the student to disciplinary action. Serious offenses will be reported to the local authorities. Recording the voice or image of another in any way that disrupts the educational environment, invades the privacy of others, or is made without the consent of the individuals being recorded is prohibited. Devices recording the voice or image of another to take, transfer, or share any audio, video, or photographs that reveal parts of the body (ordinarily covered by clothing) is prohibited.
The possession of pornographic images or video on any electronic device is prohibited.

The electronic devices that students bring to school are their sole responsibility.
• The campus or district assumes no responsibility for personal devices if they are lost, loaned, damaged, or stolen. .
• Personal devices may be subject to investigation in accordance with District Policy.
• Students are expected to keep their devices secure at all times and not loan to others.
• Students are expected to exhibit digital responsibility and follow the Atlanta Public Schools Internet Acceptable Us
Use of technology is a privilege, not a right. This privilege can be revoked by any staff member at any time. If you violate this agreement, each teacher has the authority to: 
1st Occurrence: Revoke technology for the remainder of the month
2nd Occurrence: Revoke technology for the remainder of the quarter 

3rd Occurrence: Revoke technology for the remainder of the semester Disciplinary action will occur

4th Occurrence: Revoke technology for the remainder of the school year. Disciplinary action will occur.


	Consequences for Classroom Disruptions:

Step 1: Verbal Warning--Student will be told to correct their behavior without consequences.

Step 2: Written warning and conversation—Student will have a conversation with teacher.

Step 3: Move Seat --Student will either move their seat or be removed from the group. 

Step 4: Phone Call Home and request Parent conference. 

Step 5: Office Referral

	Cheating/ Plagiarism

Academic Honesty is the responsibility of every student and employee to exhibit honesty, trust, fairness, respect, and responsibility in academic work at all times to support a positive learning environment in the school. Instances of Academic Dishonesty/Integrity will be handled as violations of the student code of conduct and addressed via the progressive discipline guidelines in the Student Handbook. Instances of cheating should not impact students’ academic grades. Student mastery of the standards covered by the assignment on which cheating was detected should be reassessed with supervision.


	Georgia Milestones 
The Georgia Milestones Assessment System (Georgia Milestones) is a comprehensive summative assessment program spanning grades 3 through high school.  Georgia Milestones measures how well students have learned the knowledge and skills outlined in the state-adopted content standards in language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies.  Students in grades 3 through 8 will take an end-of-grade assessment in each content area, while high school students will take an end-of-course assessment for each of the eight courses designated by the State Board of Education.
Student Learning Objectives-SLOs
 Student Learning Objects, SLOs, are content-specific, grade level learning objectives that are measureable, focused on growth in student learning, and aligned to curriculum standards. As a measure of teachers’ impact on student learning, SLOs give educators, school systems, and state leaders an additional means by which to understand, value, and recognize success in the classroom. Tested subjects include reading, English/language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies for grades 4-8 and all high school courses for which there is not an End-of-Course Milestone.


	Additional Course Resources:

edmodo.com
internet4classrooms.com

newsela.com

noredink.com



	Course Overview 

Unit 1: Ever-Changing Identities                       Bad Boy: A Memoir by Walter Dean Myers

Unit 2: Multicultural Literature                         Romiette & Julio  by Sharon M. Draper 
Unit 3: Defying the Odds                                  The Pact: Three Young Men Make a Promise and Fulfill a Dream  by Davis et. al.

Unit 4: Coming of Age                                     The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins


To view the curriculum for this course in its entirety please visit www.georgiastandards.org.  Conduct and Work Habit expectations can be found in the Atlanta Public Schools Student Handbook
Signature(s) of Acknowledgement:

I, the undersigned, have read, reviewed, and agree to support all of the expectations required for the successful completion of this course during the 2014 – 2015 academic year. I am aware of all academic policies (for Coretta Scott King Young Women’s Leadership Academy Middle School, High School, and APS) and opportunities for assistance in Ms. James’s class. I will utilize these resources for the maximum benefit of my child. Ms. James has also signed this document to acknowledge his/her commitment to our child’s academic and social progress at Coretta Scott King Young Women’s Leadership Academy. Should I have any questions or concerns, I acknowledge that I am aware of how to contact Ms. James.  I must return the SIGNED acknowledge to Ms. James by Friday, August 7, for a homework grade.
Phone:  404-802-4900

E-mail: teachersemail@atlanta.k12.ga.us

Parent: __________________________________
  Date: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________

Student: _________________________________ 
  Date: ______________

Teacher: _________________________________ 
  Date: ______________
Thank you for the privilege of being able to teach your child this year and I look forward to being a part of their academic success.
